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Josef G. Knoll European Science Award 2020 and 

Hans H. Ruthenberg-Graduate Award 2020 

awarded by the Foundation fiat panis 

 

 

The Foundation fiat panis honours young academics whose research focuses on solutions to 

mitigate hunger in food deficit countries with the Josef G. Knoll European Science Award. 

The research findings must be user-oriented and suitable to contribute to the improvement of 

the food and nutrition status and to reduce the impact of hunger (undernutrition and 

malnutrition). The award is endowed with 30,000 Euros and awarded on September 9, 2020 

during the virtual Tropentag. 

 

The prize is awarded for outstanding scientific work which leads to an improvement of the 

world's food security. This year 3 outstanding works were selected. The following doctoral 

theses are each awarded a prize of 10,000 Euros: 

 

 “Optimization of enset fermentation: Physicochemical and microbial dynamics and 

development of starter cultures” by Dr. Addisu Fekadu Andeta, KU Leuven, Belgium 

His research on enset, the so called false banana, clarified the microbiological processes 

during fermentation and will make a significant contribution to food security. Dr. Andetas 

work is a great example of how science can improve nutrition of the rural population in 

Ethiopia. 

 

 “The potential of smartphone apps to collect self-recorded data in agricultural households. 

A study on time-use in Zambia” by Dr. Thomas Daum, University of Hohenheim 

Dr. Daums development of a smartphone app is a significant contribution, allowing more 

precise recording of time use and food consumption behavior among poor rural 

populations. His methods can make a significant contribution to improving databases for 

research and policymaking, thus being of highest relevance for farmers’ livelihoods and 

their food security. 

 

 “Economy-wide modelling of seasonal labour and natural resource policies” by Dr. Arndt 

Feuerbacher, Humboldt-University of Berlin 

His research links labour market and natural resource policies, exciting and innovative 

combination with high policy relevance in Bhutan and beyond. The modeling of various 



 

policy scenarios is of high practical relevance for millions of poor people living in the 

tropics. 

 

The jury of the Josef G. Knoll European Science Award is composed as follows: Prof. Dr. 

Eva Schlecht, University of Kassel-Witzenhausen, Prof. Dr. Matin Qaim, University of 

Goettingen and Prof. Dr. Mathias Becker, University of Bonn. Since the first award ceremony 

in the year 1986 a total of 59 highly recognized Knoll winners received 360,000 Euro. 

 

 

Since 1999 excellent diploma and master theses in the field of food security and poverty 

alleviation were honored with the Hans Hartwig Ruthenberg-Graduate Award. The prize is 

awarded annually with the amount of 7,500 Euro. It can be divided up to not more than three 

prize winners. The award ceremony will take place also on September 9, 2020 during the 

virtual Tropentag. This year three excellent master theses are awarded:  

 

 “Assessing the Role of Natural Resource Extraction and its Determinants for Rural 

Households in Southeast Asia” by Ms. Sina Bierkamp, Leibniz University of Hannover 

Based on a sound theoretical framework, Ms. Bierkamp analyzed a comprehensive data 

set, using advanced econometric methods. Her results provide important insights on the 

strategies that poor rural households in South East Asia can use to ensure their livelihoods 

and food security without contributing to the overuse of natural resources. 

 

 “Do Indonesian Consumers Value Organic Rice? – Evidence from a Willingness to Pay 

Experiment with Randomised Pricing” by Ms. Franziska Steinhübel, University of 

Passau 

She used a highly sophisticated methodological approach to identify to what extent urban 

households are willing to pay more for organic rice and how this willingness can be 

influenced by providing consumers with information about the benefits of organic rice. 

The thesis provides important knowledge on the role that demand-oriented strategies can 

play to promote sustainable production systems for staple food. 

 

 “The ‘Uberization’ of agricultural mechanization services: The case of EM3 Agri Services 

in Rajasthan, India” by Mr. Roberto Villalba, University of Hohenheim 

Mr. Villalba focused on small-scale producers with limited access to mechanization. Based 

on a solid theoretical approach and applying multiple qualitative and quantitative research 

methods, he shows with his excellent analysis that access to digital services enables 

farmers to increase labor productivity, income and food security in India. 

 

 

The Jury of the Hans H. Ruthenberg-Graduate Award is composed as follows: Prof. Dr. 

Regina Birner, University of Hohenheim, Prof. Dr. Jochen C. Reif, Leibniz Institute of Plant 

Genetics and Crop Plant Research (IPK), and Prof. Dr. Ulrike Grote, Leibniz University of 

Hanover. Since the first ceremony in 1999 a total of 56 Ruthenberg winners were awarded 

140,000 Euros. 


