The Congress FOOD 2030: Towards sustainable agri-food systems will be held on 5-6 September
2018, as one of the major events to mark the 200th anniversary of the University of Hohenheim,
Stuttgart. It will bring together experts, researchers and stakeholders from various disciplines with
diverse experiences related to food systems.
It wants to contribute to solutions to the urgent challenges of the Agenda 2030, i.e. to end hunger,
achieve food and nutrition security, and promote sustainable agriculture as formulated in the
Sustainable Development Goal #2. Interconnected pressures from natural resource scarcity, climate
change and population growth, systems of production and consumption in Europe and globally need
fundamental changes. The call for concerted action and meaningful partnerships to address these
challenges is greater than ever before.
The international and interdisciplinary meeting will foster discussions on innovative pathways for
future food systems that are healthy, food secure, resilient and sustainable. It will also network
researchers, policy makers, civil society and the private sector to facilitate exchanges and
interactions in light of the upcoming 9th framework program for research of the EU.
It will focus on the following questions:
What are new insights from current research projects?
What are new research questions and approaches to transforming agri-food systems?
What expectations do representatives from civil society, public and private sectors have with regard
to scientific research and sustainable agri-food systems?
The German and European scientific communities, partnering researchers from Africa, Asia and Latin
America; representatives from government and the media, and members of civil society
organizations, advocacy groups and private enterprises are expected to attend this event.
Attendance will not be restricted to these affiliations as everyone interested in the upcoming EU
research program is most welcome to attend.

The program will cover the following main topics:
A. Health and nutrition
Nutrition is an important factor for a long and healthy life. The global obesity epidemic along with
unequal access to food and health systems is among the most urgent challenges of today's societies.
We need, for example, to better understand the biological determinants of individual nutrition, find
out how to achieve behavioural changes in nutrition and develop suitable policies and
communication guidelines for an increasingly diverse audience.
B. Resilience, adaptation and sustainable intensification of food production systems
Global food production systems are subject to transformations induced by changes such as climate,
demography, economy, nutrition and consumption. Various strategies have to be developed to
ensure food security for future generations. However, conflicts may arise from different sustainable
development goals such as diversity conservation and mitigation of climate change. We need to
consider these potential conflicts and improve our knowledge about increasing system’s resilience to
crisis, sustainable intensification and the adaptation of food production systems to socioecological
and economical challenges.
C. Bioeconomy and food production
Will increasing biomass use for the production of materials, chemicals and fuels be a risk for global
food security? Or will the bioeconomy provide food security through new production schemes, social
innovations and economic concepts? What are necessary regulatory changes? How can consumer´s
opinions be considered?

