
The Journal of Modern African 
Studies 
http://journals.cambridge.orgIMOA 

Additional services for The Journal ofModem 
African Studies: 

Email alerts: Click here 
Subscriptions: Click here 
Commercial reprints: Click here 
Terms of use : Click l;1ere 

..... ..tOUltMAI. Or 

MODERN 
AFRICAN 
STUDIES 

' """~"'".;.-,..~ 

~~.~;~~.~.~~ .. 
. 

~~:,;~......~ 

'" .._ ........~ ~....,..u ...._ •.-",~ u_...~ .. 

••" .. ~~........'1 •., .. _ .... _ ...._. "".'.* 

i ..UIrU ..... _ ..~ ....... I._,..... '" ~'.~M ... 


Sustaining livelihoods around community 
forests. What is the. potential contribution of 
wildlife domestication? 

Gertrud Buchenrieder and Roland Azibo Balgah 

The Journal of Modern African Studies I Volume 51 Iissue 01 I March 2013, pp 57 - 84 
001: 10.1017/S0022278X12000596, Published online: 

Link to this artiele: http://'ournals.cambridge.org/abstract S0022278X12000596 

How to eite this artiele: 
Gertrud Buchenrieder and Roland Azibo Balgah (2013). Sustaining livelihoods 
around community forests. \lVhat is the potential contribution of wildlife 
domestication? The Journal of Modern African Studies, 51, pp 57-84 doi:10.1017/ 
SOO22278X12000596 

Reques~ Pennissions : CUck here 

DownIoaded from hllp:l/joUmals.cambrldge.orgIMOA, IP .ddr....: 94.216.216.177 on 26 Feb 2013 

http://'ournals.cambridge.org/abstract
http://journals.cambridge.orgIMOA


J oJModern African Studies, 51, 1 (2013), pp. 57-84 © Cambridge University Press 2013 
doi:1O. 101 7 /SOO22278X 12000596 

Sustaining livelihoods around 
community forests. What is the 

potential contribution of wildlife 
domestication 7* 

GERTRUD BUCHENRIEDER 

Martin-Luther-University Halle-Wzttenberg (IAEW), 06099, 

Halle (Saaleh Gennany 


Email: gertrud.buchenrieder@landw.uni-halle.de 

and 

ROLAND AzIBO BALGAH 

Universiry 0/Bamenda, Faculty 0/Sciences, Bamenda, Nw, Cameroon 
Email: balgazib@yahoo.com 

ABSTRACT 

Community forest management is often advanced as a remedy for failing top
down approaches to nature conservation. Contingent on the property rights 
theory, it assumes that local participation in natural resource management 
results in sustainable structures. There is, however, insufficient empirical 
evidence on the intra-community dynamics-especially when households have 
unequal access to the local institutions managing the natural resource. This 
paper looks at the sociO<ultural, economic and institutional situation of 
households with and without access to management institutions in communities 
around the Kilum-Ijim Mountain Forest in Cameroon and analyses whether 
livelihood differences are associated with variations in management patterns. 
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The analysis reveals differences by household type and a mixed picture of the 
evolution of species in the community forests over time, questioning the role of 
the community in natural resource conservation. Furthermore, the paper 
discusses the potentials of wildlife domestication for livelihoods and conserva
tion in forest communities. The results are important in the light of ongoing 
conservation efforts in natural resource hot-spots in sub-Saharan Mrica. 


